Testimonial from Mr. David Kane

of Sandusky, OH

Heartbreaking Impact

From: CALVARY TEMPLE [mailto:calvary.temple@sbcglobal.net] 
Sent: Friday, November 27, 2009 9:49 AM
To: ny26mail@mail.house.gov
Cc: NorrisJohnC@aol.com
Subject: 

Dear Congressman:

 

I just opened up the e-mail requesting we send our personal stories.  I'm sorry this is after the 7am deadline this morning.  Hope it helps.

 

I am David Kane, a salaried retiree from Delphi’s Sandusky, Ohio Operations.  I just turned 60 last month.

For my wife and me, the loss of paid health benefits has impacted us quite negatively.  In Jan. of 2009, I was diagnosed with prostate cancer.  I was fortunate enough to be treated for it before our paid health care benefits ceased effective April 1st.   With this recent history however, no other insurance company I explored would take me on.   They’d be glad to insure my wife, but not me.  Therefore, the only option we had was to take the Delphi self pay insurance, with did not require any proof of good health.  The cost has been so exorbitant for us that, even though we’ve been able to meet the monthly premiums, we don’t have money to go to the doctor.  Therefore, since April, I’ve only visited the doctor once for follow up on the cancer, and have had a teeth cleaning appointment at the dentist, which is covered another way insurance wise.  I have a broken tooth, but am waiting until next year to have it fixed when I hopefully can afford the co-pay.  All other doctor appointments were either canceled or not made.

I have had to stop; no, not replace with cheaper drugs; stop taking all medications I was on because I cannot afford to pay for them.  I was on 3 drugs: 


Mirapex for shaking leg syndrome


Protronix for acid reflux


Flowmax for the uruinary tract following the prostate cancer treatment

As you can imagine, the quality of my daily health has severely deteriorated.
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We have made many lifestyle changes to adjust to the decrease in discretionary income.  This involved eliminating the following:

· Garbage service.  We now take ours house trash to our church and put it in with theirs.

· Cable TV.  We now have no TV capability at our house.

· Phone service.  We reduced to minimum land line service, no long distance call capability and only allowed 30 local calls/month.  I gave up my cell phone.  My wife still has hers as she needs it for her business.

· We cancelled our newspaper subscription and will not renew any magazine subscriptions.

Our clothes washing machine broke down in the spring.  We have not replaced it as we cannot afford to buy one.  We now take our laundry to a Laundromat to wash, and then bring home to dry.  Our microwave also broke earlier this year.  We just bought a new one this morning, when my wife left the house at 2:30am to take advantage of a black Friday sale for one that cost $15.  At the beginning of the year, we had 3 drivable cars.  2 are now in need of repair and are not drivable.  My wife drives the only one left as she needs it for her business.  I ride my bicycle where I need to go.  We were not planning on any Thanksgiving meal until the Tuesday evening before Thanksgiving, when we were given some money owed us so that we could go and buy food for Thanksgiving.

So, that's where we're at having been thrown under the bus with Delphi.

David Kane 
3311 Rods Drive

Sandusky, OH 44870
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