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Mr./Madam Chair, I yield myself such time as I may consume and I rise in support of the GIVE Act.
I’d like to begin by thanking Chairman Miller, as well as the Chair and Ranking Member of the subcommittee, Mrs. McCarthy and Mr. Platts, for their efforts to develop a solid, bipartisan bill that will strengthen our national service programs.  I’d also like to recognize Brad Thomas from my staff for his hard work on this bill.
Like many of my colleagues, particularly on this side of the aisle, I historically have had concerns about AmeriCorps and the other programs within the Corporation for National and Community Service.  Particularly during the 1990s, federal management of these programs was – at best – dismal.  For years, I joined many of my colleagues – led by Mr. Hoekstra – in seeking to establish performance measures to ensure that these national service programs are, in fact, meeting their goals.  
Under the Bush Administration, it has become clear that these programs are being held more accountable, and they’ve become more efficient as a result.  For example, the Corporation received its seventh consecutive clean audit during Fiscal Year 2006.  Likewise, the Corporation’s leadership has instituted significant improvements in efficiency and quality, including streamlining the grants and application reporting processes, consolidating five field service centers into one, and automating education award payments, time and attendance, and travel.  
In short, the recent management of this program has far surpassed its record of low accountability under the previous Administration, and for that reason in particular, it deserves our continued support.  
Moreover, this program brings together our neighbors to serve one another – and thus, benefit our nation.  Although there are clear opportunities to strengthen and improve these programs, the simple fact is that the Corporation plays a key and increasingly effective role in – as President Bush would say – “rallying the armies of compassion.”
Later today I plan to offer an amendment that will strengthen this already good bill.  The purpose of my amendment is to acknowledge the patriotism, commitment, and sacrifice made by members of the military and their families.  In return for their service to our nation, I believe the least we can do is ensure our national service programs are able to benefit veterans and military families.
Mr./Madam Chair, this bill is based on sound principles for reform outlined by the Administration and developed in conjunction with the Corporation.  It includes a long overdue emphasis on accountability with its inclusion of performance measures and increased competition, and on the whole, I find the bill to be a balanced one that is worthy of our support.
Mr./Madam Chair, this bill represents a bipartisan effort to come together on a program that is good for the citizens of this nation.  Unfortunately, our Democrat colleagues have been unwilling to work in the same bipartisan fashion on our nation’s security interests.  It has been 18 days since the Protect America Act expired.  Nearly three weeks that the majority has conspicuously refused to bring the bipartisan Senate FISA modernization bill to a vote.  And yesterday, we got a glimpse of the reason why.  An anonymous member argued that delaying action on this critical security measure made for good politics.  Mr./Madam Chair, it is unfathomable that our nation’s security may be put at risk in the name of political gamesmanship.  I strongly urge the majority to bring FISA modernization to a vote.
Mr./Madam Chair, I yield the balance of my time to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, and I ask unanimous consent that he be allowed to control that time.
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