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Thank you Madam Chair, Ranking Member Dreier, members of the Committee.  It is with a great sense of accomplishment that I join you here for consideration of a Rule on the Conference Report to H.R. 4137, the Higher Education Opportunity Act.
Chairman Miller and I have been working together to produce a bipartisan reauthorization of the Higher Education Act for five long years.  We passed a bill in 2006, but it stalled in the other chamber.  We passed a bill once again in February of this year, and after months of tireless negotiation, we have finally produced the bipartisan reform package we set out to deliver.

This Conference Report includes meaningful reforms to help make college more affordable.  It will shine a spotlight on excessive tuition increases and empower consumers to exercise their power in the marketplace.
H.R. 4137 uses the power of sunshine and transparency to give American families more information about our colleges and universities, from their academic resources to their students’ educational outcomes.  If I had to choose one defining characteristic about this legislation, it would be its emphasis on putting good information in the hands of consumers.

This bill is not exactly what I would have written.  It’s also not exactly what Chairman Miller would have written.  But together, we have produced a bill that will be good for America’s students and families, and good for our nation’s competitiveness in a changing world that places a premium on higher education.

I look forward to bringing this Conference Report to the floor quickly, passing it overwhelmingly, and sending it to the President for his signature.  Once again I thank you for the opportunity to testify on behalf of this legislation, and I hope you will join Chairman Miller and me in supporting this measure as it moves forward.  I yield back.
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